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One

Berim’s hand is tied. 
Nine months later.

H Eyyw lkoREv Wgpc f,oEp’u side as the“ PaS?ed d”Pn the hiSS t”Pard 
I”hiSab”S. Chen she did it aTain and raised a AaSm dramatiOaSS“ t” her 

-”reheadq he Oh1O?Sed.
MLraOtiOinT a neP PaS?q Ka?aD— 
MQ Pish. Qs it a T””d ”neD Q -eeS a zit -aint.— 
j”nOern ASeated his zr”P. MKh”1Sd Pe head zaO? t” the haSSD— Y” heSA her 

-eeS zetterq he addedq MGnd it is a T””d PaS?q “”1 S””? a zit Si?e a dr1n?ard.— 
MFhq -antastiO. Gnd n”q Pe sh”1Sd n”t head zaO?. Qt’s ”1r handfasting “”1 

ninn“q Pe Oan’t s?iA ”1t ”n s1Oh a OritiOaS Oerem”n“.—
Mjan “”1 zeSiebe Pe’re d”inT itD—
MKa?a and Berim’s ziT da“q— she said thr”1Th a haAA“ siTh. MF- O”1rseq Q Oan 

zeSiebe it. Qt Pas m“ idea.—
MGnd “”1’re haAA“ t” marr“ me aTainD— Qt hadn’t zeen a “ear sinOe their 

”NOiaS hand-astinTq s” she zetter stiSS ze eSated at the Ar”sAeOt.
MCith”1t a d”1zt.— Khe z1mAed his side aTainq this time intenti”naSS“q as she 

xashed him a TS”PinT Trin. MF”hq Q Oan hear the -estibaS ahead. H”P d” Q S””?D—
Ka?a h1rried ahead and sA1nq st”AAinT him ”n the hard2AaO?ed Sane. Her 

hair sat O”iSed at”A her head in a deOeAtibeS“ simASe2S””?inT 1Ad” he haAAened 
t” ?n”P t””? her Sad“’s maid &1ite s”me time t” aOO”mASish. Khe P”re a AraOtiOaS 
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sArinT Treen T”Pn Pith s”me s”rt ”- x”Per“ Arint ”ber S”P2heeSed Seather sh”es 
and P””S st”O?inTs tied zeS”P the ?nee4PhiOh he O”1Sdn’t Pait t” see aTain 
Sater. Qn her O”mm”n attireq Pith a Aatterned sOar- tied ar”1nd her neO? and a 
Treen rizz”n P”1nd ar”1nd her headq she S””?ed ber“ m1Oh the Aart ”- Ka?a 
and n”t s” m1Oh Si?e the 51een ”- KeSPas. 

MLer-eOt. Gnd meD— fhmetq as Berimq Air”1etted Pith his arms sAread Pide. 
Yhe Parm ebeninT zree6e sn1O? thr”1Th the thin Peabe ”- his m1sSin shirtq and 
he Pas TSad he’d taS?ed Hebba ”1t ”- ma?inT him Pear a tPeed 7aO?et. Chen she 
heSd it ”1t -”r him zaO? at HePran HaSSq he OSaimed he’d neber seen it ze-”re. 
He4Berim4OertainS“ didn’t ”Pn an“thinT that 8ne.

Ua1ThinT thenq Hebba had t”ssed the thinT aside ze-”re TibinT him a ?iss. 
Ua1ThinT n”Pq she saidq M9”1 S””? almost Aer-eOtq— ze-”re dashinT 1A and 1nSaO2
inT the t”A ”- his shirt. ChiSe r1nninT her 8nTers thr”1Th his n”P2bisizSe Ohest 
hairq she AeO?ed him ”n the Ohee? then ”n the Ohestq and steAAed zaO? t” reassess 
her Berim. MLer-eOt.—

M0””d.—
M0””d. Uet’s T”.— KPinTinT ar”1nd t” his sideq Hebba P”1nd her 8nTers 

thr”1Th hisq and Ka?a and Berim amzSed t”Pard S”Per I”hiSab”S.
G -eP min1tes ”nq her steAs sS”Ped and fhmet TSanOed d”Pn t” 8nd she Pas 

e“einT the h”1ses rather than the street. ;ireOtinT her ar”1nd a smaSS A1ddSe and 
a AiSe ”- man1req he t1rned them t”Pard the s&1are Phere the Gnn1aS Ia1O”1s 
HestibaS Yhat Had I” Lr”Aer Lermits Pas PeSS 1nderPa“. Gs the“ Aassed ”thers 
”n the r”adq fhmet diAAed his Ohin in siSent TreetinTq earninT a -eP s?eAtiOaS 
TSanOes.

Yhe“’d ”Aened the s“mA”si1m the ebeninT ze-”req had eben T”ne t” a -eP 
Aresentati”ns that m”rninT and zeen seen ar”1nd t”Pn . . . as the ?inT and &1een. 
B1t :inT fhmet and 51een Hebba Pere meant t” ze t1O?ed sa-eS“ aPa“ at the 
haSS. Qt Pas time -”r Ka?a and Berim t” tie the ?n”t.

MChat P”1Sd it ze Si?eD—
MChatD— fhmet as?edq steerinT her ar”1nd a OhiSd Ph” Pas dashinT 1A the 

Sane.
MUibinT in ”ne ”- these h”mes. H”P d” “”1 thin? it P”1Sd zeD— Cith her 

Ohinq she Test1red t”Pard a taSSq O”O?e“ed O”ttaTe Pith emAt“ x”Per z”Jes taO?ed 
zeneath eaOh ”- its -”1r sh1ttered Pind”Ps.
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He st1died the narr”P -r”nt d””rq the m1ddied z””ts Se-t ”1tside t” dr“q the 
sinTSe smaSS Pind”P ”n the t”A x””rq n”thinT m”re than a bent reaSS“q t1O?ed 
zeneath the eabes. Fne side ”- the O”ttaTe zSed int” the h”me ”n its Se-tq and ”n 
the riThtq an eJOeedinTS“ narr”P aSSe“Pa“ sSiAAed aPa“ int” dar?ness.

MjramAed and ran?q Ar”zazS“q— he reASied.
MfhmetM—
MBerimq— fhmet O”rreOtedq sPattinT his Pi-e ”n the z”tt”m.
MReallyq— she sO”Sdedq sPattinT him zaO?. MQ- “”1 thin? thatq “”1 sh”1Sd 8J 

it.—
M9”1 sh”1Sd 8J itq 51een Hebba.—
MKa?aq— she hissedq Par“ ”- a AassinT O”1ASe.
MHebq d” “”1 tr1S“ zeSiebe n” ”ne ?n”Ps Ph” Pe areD— fhmet Oa1Tht siTht ”- 

an ”Sd P”man sittinT ”n a A”rOhq her tanTSed hair and Peathered e“es matOhinT 
shades ”- miS?“ Phite. Khe dr”AAed her Ohin in a OSear siTn ”- de-erenOe and 
eSz”Ped the “”1nT z”“ at her sideq Ph” sPi-tS“ z”Ped. fhmet Si-ted a 8nTer t” 
his SiAs and 1rTed them t” ?eeA &1iet. Yhe ”Sd P”man Pin?edq th”1Th he hadn’t 
a OS1e h”P she O”1Sd see him.

MQ Si?e t” Aretend.—
He did t””. Gnd m”st ”- the residents ”- S”Per I”hiSab”S Pere either t”” 

-”Jed t” n”tiOe ”r seemed haAA“ t” ASa“ aS”nT. Yh”1Th he did hear a -eP 1nstixed 
M9”1r 3a7esties— Phen the“ entered the z1stSinT s&1are. Qt Pas t” ze eJAeOted 
n”P that their -aOes Pere ”n the O”ins.

Hebba s&1ee6ed his hand and t1TTedq 1rTinT him t” S”Per his head. MUast 
s1mmerq did “”1 imaTine Pe’d ze zaO? here Si?e thisD—

MI”t in a miSSi”n “earsq m“ dear Ka?a. Q P”1Sdn’t habe it an“ ”ther Pa“. 
Gz”1t the h”mes th”1Thq there’s n”t m1Oh Pe Oan d” az”1t their si6e Pith”1t 
eJAandinT the t”Pn. LerhaAs stiAends -”r zea1ti8Oati”n Ar”7eOtsD—

MFhq “es. H”r an“ S”OaSs Ph” sAr1Oe 1A their -r”ntaTesq 8SS their x”Per z”Jesq 
ma?e reAairs4—

G “”1nT man A1shed Aastq eaTer t” Tet t” the A1zq Phere the“ Pere headinTq 
t””. Qn his hasteq he ?n”O?ed Hebba’s sh”1Sderq A1shinT her int” fhmet.

MK” s”rr“M— he OaSSed zaO?q TSanOinT ”ber his sh”1Sder ze-”re s?iddinT t” a 
st”A and sAinninT zaO? ar”1ndq aSe sS”shinT -r”m his m1T and -ear PideninT his 
e“es. M9”1r 3a74—
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fhmet O1t him ”O Pith a TSare and a terse sha?e ”- the head. M3issq— he 
m”1thed siSentS“.

M3issq— the man O”rreOtedq z”PinT t” his &1eenq Mm“ aA”S”Ties. j”minT this 
Pa“ t””D— He sP1nT ”Aen the d””r t” the A1z and the m1siO and Sa1Thter -r”m 
Pithin meSded Pith the simiSar s”1nds er1AtinT -r”m the street.

fhmet’s Ohest Parmed as a Trin r”1nded Hebba’s Ohee?s. He Tabe the man a 
n”d ”- than?s ze-”re S””?inT zaO? at his Pi-e.

MPA “”1 T”q— he r1mzSedq sO””AinT a startSed Hebba int” his arms and 
Oarr“inT her thr”1Th the d””r int” the dar? interi”r.

ML1t me d”Pnq “”1 ziT ”a-M—
MQs that an“ Pa“ t” sAea? t” “”1r h1szandD—
MI”t m“ h1szand “etq Berim. Yhere’s a Oerem”n“ t” ze had.—
jh1O?SinTq he set her d”Pn t” Oheers and Ph””As -r”m the Tathered Or”Pd. 

MQ’SS T” Traz 1s Aints. YeSS the OeSezrant Pe’re hereD—
Hebba sasha“ed aPa“q Treen T”Pn sPa“inT ”ber her r”1nd z”tt”m. Cith 

aAAreOiati”n O1rSinT the O”rners ”- his m”1thq fhmet t1rned t” the zar and 
xaTTed d”Pn the serber. Yhe “”1nT man Ph”’d z1mAed int” them ”1tside Pas 
aSs” aPaitinT a -resh Aintq s” fhmet sSiAAed him a O”in as -1rther than? “”1 -”r 
AreserbinT the m””d and z”1Tht him a AitOher ”- aSe t” z””t.

Chen fhmet aAAr”aOhed Hebbaq drin?s in handq he -”1nd her PaitinT 
zehind an aOeOti”nate O”1ASe in O”nbersati”n Pith the OeSezrant. YP” ”ther O”12
ASes st””d nearz“Q ”ne S””?ed st”iO as Oan zeq th”1Th the“ ”OOasi”naSS“ side2e“ed 
eaOh ”ther and smir?ed as zS1shes st”Se 1A their Ohee?sR the seO”nd Pas AraOtiOaSS“ 
T”inT at it in the A1zq t”nT1es in eaOh ”ther’s m”1ths and hands r”aminT -reeq 
1nazSe t” Pait -”r the Oerem”n“’s ”NOiaS ?iss.

MYhat O”1Sd ze 1sq— he said int” her earq h”SdinT her Aint ”1t in -r”nt ”- her. 
Hebba sn”rted Phen she Oa1Tht siTht ”- the intimate O”1ASe and sSiAAed her arm 
ar”1nd t” s&1ee6e fhmet’s arse ze-”re ta?inT the Ar”Oered drin?.

MQ P”1Sd never.—
MFhD ;” “”1 n”t rememzer PatOhinT the 8Tht Sast “earD Gs Q reOaSS “”1 

OSimzed ”n m“ zaO? and r1zzed “”1r4—
MBerimM— she sO”Sdedq sPattinT his Ohest.
Yhe O”1ASe ahead h1rried ”O t” Pait Pith the ”thersq and it Pas their t1rn 

t” aAAr”aOh the OeSezrant.
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MHere -”r the hand-astinTD— Yhe dar?2haired A1zSiOan’s e“es Orin?Sedq her 
r1dd“ Ohee?s aTS”P in the OandSeSiTht.

MCe areq— Hebba reASiedq sh””tinT a smiSe 1A at fhmet as his hand sSiAAed 
ar”1nd her Paist.

MGnd . . .— Yhe ”NOiant S””?ed zaO? and -”rth zetPeen the tP” ”- themq her 
e“es narr”PinT. MChat names PiSS “”1 ze 1sinT this ebeninTD—

MKa?a and Berimq— fhmet reASied ze-”re she O”1Sd d” s”methinT Si?e re-er t” 
them as her 3a7esties.

MC”nder-1S. Ce’SS Tet started in 71st a min1te.—
0rinninTq Hebba “an?ed fhmet ”O t” stand Pith the ”ther O”1ASes.
MH” thereM— a -amiSiar b”iOe ranT ”1tq the Or”Pd AartinT -”r a man Pith x”1r 

d1stinT his Oh1zz“ Ohee?s and a zas?et ”- steaminT zread in his hands.
Hebba thr1st her Aint aTainst fhmet’s st”maOhq and he t””? it -r”m her s” 

she O”1Sd r1sh -”rPard t” Treet the za?er Ph”’d zeen r1nninT the Tames d1rinT 
Sast “ear’s -estibities.

MH”r “”1q 9”1r43iss.— He heSd the S”a- ”1t -”r Hebbaq a tPistedq xa?“2S””?2
inT Oreati”n TSisteninT Pith s1Tar“ TSa6e. MQt’s h”ne“q Oinnam”nq and AeOan. G 
Ti-t -”r “”1r ziT da“4eben th”1Th Q O”1Sd’be sP”rn “”1 Pere married Phen Q 
met “”1.— He Pin?ed.

MF1r . . .— Khe t1rned t”Pard fhmet and Si-ted 1A ”n her t”es t” as?q M;id 
“”1 ASan thisD—

MQt Pas “”1r idea.— He smir?ed.
MBeyond ”1r O”nbersati”n Phen Q said the s“mA”si1m Pas the Aer-eOt ASaOe 

-”r thisD—
M9”1’re z1s“ handSinT the aOairs ”- the reaSm. Q had time t” sAare.—
UiStinT Sa1Thter tiO?Sed his temASeq and she Aressed a ?iss there ze-”re niz2

zSinT ”n his earS”ze.
KtixinT a Tr”an as his Aants tiThtenedq fhmet than?ed the za?er -”r his Ti-t 

and as?ed a-ter the man’s r””- reAairs.
MHinished 1A 71st Sast m””n. jann”t than? “”1 en”1Th -”r the sArinT -esti2

baSq 9”1r 3a74—
fhmet O1t him ”O Pith a O”1Thq z1t Hebba Pas aSread“ A1rsinT her SiAs and 

TSanOinT zaO? and -”rth zetPeen the tP” men.
MH”P S”nT habe “”1 ?n”Pnq sirD— she in&1iredq dr”AAinT Ka?a’s aOOent in 
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-ab”r ”- her nat1raS reTaS inxeOti”n.
Yhe za?er smiSed sheeAishS“q r1nninT a hand thr”1Th his Tra“ hair. MQ Oan’t 

sa“ there Pas a time Phen Q didn’t ?n”P.—
Her Ain? m”1th dr”AAed ”Aen and fhmet z””med Pith Sa1Thter.
MYr1S“D— she OheO?ed. Mfben Sast s1mmerq “”1 ?neP Ph” Pe PereD—
M:neP Ph” the ?inT Pasq 9”1r 3a7est“. :neP “”1 Pere s”me”ne sAeOiaS t””q 

and T1essed “”1 miTht zeO”me the &1een. Qt’s in the Pa“ “”1 Oarr“ “”1rseSbesq 
“”1 see.—

Hebba TiTTSed. MQ th”1Tht Pe’d disT1ised ”1rseSbes ber“ PeSS.—
MYaS?inT az”1t h”P Pe aSS ?neP Ph” the“ Pere Sast s1mmerD— the OeSezrant 

in&1iredq ret1rninT t” her stati”n at the zaO? ”- the A1zq a z1ndSe ”- Treen 
rizz”ns in hand.

MEveryone ?nePD— fhmet as?edq aThastq his startSed eJAressi”n matOhinT 
Hebba’s. He reaSi6ed the“ reO”Tni6ed him n”P. B1t Sast s1mmer t””DM Yhe“’d 
aOted ”1traTe”1sS“ -”r n”zSes4aAAaSSinTS“ -”r reiTninT m”narOhs4danOinT in 
the streets. Hatesq Hebba had ridden ”n his zaO? Pith her s?irts A1SSed 1A. Fuckq 
he’d r1n a raOe Pith her t”ssed ”ber his sh”1Sder.

MG“eq— the P”man O”n8rmed thr”1Th a Sa1Th.
MGre “”1 taS?inT az”1t Sast “ear Phen the ?inT and &1een Oame t” ”1r 

-estibaSD— the serber in&1iredq her S”nT red s?irts sPishinT as she A1shed ”ber t” 
re8SS eber“”ne’s Aints.

MLSeaseM— Hebba heSd 1A a handq tr“inT n”t t” Sa1Th. MI” m”re 1ntiS Saka 
and Berim are hand-asted. Lretend Pe’re n”t here.—

MQ d”n’t thin? Pe Oan d” thatq 9”1r 3a7est“q— the za?er Oh1O?Sed.
MQ Oan Aretend PeSS en”1Thq— the OeSezrant Ohimed in. MGSS riThtq Set’s Tet 

started. Q- “”1’re TettinT Pedq Tather r”1ndM—
Yhe Oerem”n“ Aassed in a zS1r ”- Sa1Thter and smiSes shared zetPeen aSS -”1r 

haAA“ O”1ASesq three ”- Ph”m Pere PhisAerinT az”1t h”P -”rt1it”1s it Pas t” 
share a Oerem”n“ Pith the ?inT and &1een.

Berim AinOhed Ka?a’s z”tt”m t” distraOt her -r”m zeinT identi8ed as the 
”NOiant P”1nd the Treen rizz”n ar”1nd their OSasAed handsq zindinT them 
-r”m Prist t” 8nTertiA -”r the niTht t” O”me.

KteAAinT zaO? t” O”mmand the r””mq the A1zSiOan n”dded t” the za?erq 
Ph” A”1nded his 8st ”n the nearest TnarSed P””den tazSe. G h1sh ”bert””? the 
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Aatr”ns as the“ t1rned their attenti”n zaO? t” the matrim”niaS disASa“.
MYhr”1Th these O”rdsq Q zind eaOh O”1ASe here t”da“. Y”Tetherq as ”neq “”1 

m1st Peather Si-e’s st”rms and Aarta?e in its ASeas1res. 9”1 m1st PaS? thr”1Th 
aSS seas”ns as -riends and Aartnersq -”r -ate has intertPined “”1r destinies. ;” “”1 
ASedTe t” S”be and s1AA”rt “”1r sA”1se -”reberm”reD— 

MQ d”q— the“ aSS m1rm1red in t1rn.
M;” “”1 ASedTe t” PaS? zeside them in SiTht and dar?q in s1nshine and st”rmq 

-”reberm”reD—
MQ d”.— Hebba s&1ee6ed his handq A1SSinT the O”rd tiTht aTainst his xeshq 

a reminder ”- their eberSastinT O”mmitment. 3ade ”nOe aSread“ nine m”nths 
ze-”req there Pas s”methinT az”1t the4aSzeit Aretend4an”n“mit“ and the SaO? 
”- A”mA that added t” the intimaO“ ”- the m”ment.

MGnd d” “”1 Ar”mise t” stand stead-ast zeside them thr”1Th aSS the da“s ”- 
“”1r Si-eD—

MQ d”.— Berim s&1ee6ed her zaO?q SeaninT d”Pn t” Aress a ?iss at”A her 
m””nSiTht siSber hair.

MUet this ?n”t serbe as a s“mz”S ”- “”1r 1ni”n. I” S”nTer PaS?inT aS”neq 
“”1 n”P share ”ne heartq ”ne Aathq ”ne destin“. B“ the A”Per ”- the anOient 
T”dsq Q n”P Ar”n”1nOe “”1 7”ined in S”beq n”P and -”reberm”re. Gnd s”q “”1 
are z”1nd.—

M:issM— s”me”ne sOreamedq b”iOe OraO?inT Pith their -erb”r.
3”st ”- the Or”Pd Sa1Thedq A”1ndinT their 8sts ”n the tazSes as ”thers 7”ined 

in the Ohant ”- M:issM :issM :issM—
Ui?e the s1mmer ze-”req there Pas n”thinT Berim O”1Sd d” z1t ”zSiTe the 

masses. Hebba t1rned t”Pard him as he Aib”ted t” -aOe herq the 8nTers ”- her 
-ree hand O”minT 1A t” SaOe thr”1Th his mess“ hair. Khe t1TTed him d”Pn and 
his m”1th eaTerS“ met hersq A1SSinT her z”tt”m SiA TentS“ zetPeen his teeth.

Ka?a’s hand dr”AAed t” his arse and she s&1ee6ed him hardq anTSinT her head 
-”r zetter aOOess as she A1SSed his Tr”in aTainst her st”maOh.

jh1O?SinT deeA in his Ohestq fhmet diAAed his t”nT1e int” her m”1th zriex“ 
ze-”re endinT the enO”1nter Pith a Ohasteq z1t SenTth“q ?iss ”n the SiAs. Her AaSe 
e“es Pere TSa6ed Pith S1st.

MI”t here.—
MF”As.— Khe Sa1Thed.
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Yhe za?er Aressed Parm h1n?s ”- zread int” their hands and O”nTrat1Sated 
them heartiS“ ”n their seO”nd hand-astinT.

MYhis is deSiOi”1sM— Hebba eJOSaimed ar”1nd a zite.
0rinninTq the Tra“2haired man Ar”mised t” send a -resh S”a- 1A t” HePran 

HaSS in the m”rninT and the reOiAe t” their O””?q then he eJO1sed himseS- t” Tet 
zaO? t” the -estibaS and reSiebe his Pi-e at the Tames tazSe.

Hebba retriebed fhmet’s m1T ”- aSe and Aassed it ”O t” him ze-”re TrazzinT 
her ”Pn -r”m the tazSe.

MKhaSS Pe r1n a raOe Phen Pe’re d”ne hereD— he as?edq OSin?inT his m1T 
aTainst his Pi-e’s and ta?inT a heart“ sPiT.

MFh n”q n”t Pith ”1r hands z”1nd.—
MCe O”1Sd 1nd” them.—
Khe TS”Pered. MGzs”S1teS“ n”t. 9”1 ?n”P that P”1Sd ze zeTTinT -”r zad 

S1O?.— G-ter an”ther siAq she sh”bed her m1T at him. MYa?e this. 3“ st”maOh 
-eeSs s”1r.—

M9esq 9”1r 3a7est“. 9”1r tastes habe Tr”Pn t”” re8ned.— He Sa1Thedq settinT 
his ”Pn emAt“ O1A d”Pn t” aOOeAt hers.

MIead“ t” T”D— she as?ed Pith a z”z ”- her zr”Ps.
MGSread“D Ce ”nS“ 71st T”t t” the -estibaS.—
MQ’d Si?e t” eat this zread in AeaOeq— Hebba admitted Pith a -r”Pn ”n her SiAs 

and a tPin?Se in her e“e. MYhenq Q habe m“ ”Pn OeSezrati”ns t” attend t”.— Khe 
“an?ed their z”1nd hands t”Pard his Tr”inq z1t he tensed his arm and heSd her 
aPa“q -”rOinT her t” smash int” his Ohest.

MPnderst””dq— he r1mzSed.
ChiSe Hebba Pas distraOted TrazzinT a xa?“ h1n? ”- zreadq he -”1nd a -a2

miSiar zSaO?2haired z”“ standinT near the PaSS andq Phen their Ta6es metq fhmet 
diAAed his Ohin.

Qt Pasn’t S”nT ze-”re the“ Pere SeabinTq PindinT thr”1Th rebeSers and tazSes 
t” ma?e their Pa“ ”1t t” the O”zzSed street. Yhe -estibaS had ”nS“ inOreased in 
-erb”r in the sh”rt time the“ Pere inside the A1z.

Haidar h”AAed d”Pn -r”m his seat at”A the P””den Oart fhmet had 
arranTed t” z”rr”P -r”m the z”“’s -amiS“. L1SSed z“ a A”n“q riO?et“q ”Aen t” the 
eSementsq and Pith n” AaddinT t” sAea? ”-q it Pas the Aer-eOt ride -”r Ka?a and 
Berim4a terrizSe Oh”iOe -”r his &1een.
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M9”1 arranTed aSS ”- thisD— Hebba as?ed thr”1Th a Pide smiSeq A1SSinT him 
aS”nT Pith her as she steAAed 1A zeside the Oart t” TrasA ”ne ”- the man“ x”raS 
TarSands driAAinT -r”m its sides.

MK1re did. Chere’s the A”n“’s Or”PnD— he as?ed Haidar.
MKhe ate itq— the z”“ reASied Pith a A”1t.
MPns1rArisinT.—
Hebba PatOhed the eJOhanTeq Sa1ThinT. MBerimq “”1 th”1Tht ”- eber“thinT.—
MH”r “”1q m“ S”beS“ Ka?a.—
G OraTT“ ”Sd hand sP1nT ar”1nd the zaO? ”- the Oartq TrasAinT ”nt” Hebba’s 

-”rearm.
GOtinT sPi-tS“q fhmet P”be a serbiOeazSe ?ni-e and AreAared t” attaO? ze-”re 

a st””Aed2zaO?q Tra“2haired ”Sd P”man aAAeared and rasAed ”1tq MQ’be zeen 
S””?inT -”r “”1.— Her OS”1d“ e“es Pere Orin?Sed in a smiSe and her Pideq t””thSess 
Trin aAAeared Ten1ineq i- a zit 1nnerbinT.

MChat Oan Pe d” -”r “”1D— fhmet in&1iredq TentS“ ta?inT the P”man’s hand 
and rem”binT her -r”m t”1OhinT Hebba. Qt Pas the same Aers”n he’d seen earSier 
Ph”’d Pin?ed at them Phen the“ PaS?ed int” t”Pn.

MGhq Q habe m1Oh t” share. KAea? Pith me a m”mentD Yhe -atesq “”1 ?n”Pq 
the“’be sh”Pn me “”1r Aath.—

Kha?inT his headq fhmet zeTanq MCe habe4—
MYhe -atesD— Hebba interr1Ated himq OSearS“ intriT1ed.
MHated t” -ateq mated t” -ateq destined t” see Phat has zeenq isq and Phat PiSS 

zeq— the ”Sd P”man eJASained Si?e she Pas taS?inT az”1t AeeSinT A”tat”es. MHr”m 
m“ -ae zS””dq dear“.—

Hebba’s SiAs tPitOhed. MGnd Phat d” “”1 habe t” shareD—
MYhere are tP” m””ns in “”1r s?“.— 0See-1SS“q the P”man raised her raTTed 

b”iOeq as i- she Pas h”AinT -”r an a1dienOe4PhiOh she Ar”zazS“ Pas. MFne iOe 
and ”ne aTS”P.— Khe reaOhed ”1t t” OS1tOh Hebba’s -ree hand. MQOe xies Pest t” 
settSe eastq and the SiTht Oasts shad”Ps ”- PinTs ”ber the Sand.—

fhmet TSanOed at Hebbaq Ph” Pas Oare-1S n”t t” meet his e“e as she heSd zaO? 
a smiSe.

MQs that aSSD— he as?ed.
MF- O”1rseq that is aSSM— Yhe P”man Oh”rtSed. Mj”nTrat1Sati”nsM— she Oried. 

Mj”nTrat1Sati”ns ”n z”thM—

X



3.G. UG:fCFF;

MEveryone ?n”Ps Ph” Pe areq d”n’t the“D— Hebba Sa1Thed as the stranTe 
P”man sO1rried aPa“.

MKeems the“ d”q— he admitted as he heSAed her 1A ”nt” the Oart and OSam2
zered in himseS-. MYhan? “”1q Sad. Lass ”n ”1r Tratit1de t” “”1r Aarents as PeSS.—

Haidar Pabed them ”O ze-”re disaAAearinT int” the Or”Pdq Si?eS“ t” en7”“ 
the -estibities rather than ret1rninT t” the fS? L Her”n ”n the 8ner side ”- t”Pn. 
Qt’s Phat he’d habe d”ne as a Sad.

Qt t””? s”me time t” ma?e it ”1t ”- 1AAer I”hiSab”S. fben s?irtinT the s&1areq 
the streets Pere OS”TTed Pith Ae”ASe danOinT t” SibeS“ t1nes and raOinT az”1t 
dr1n? ”n aSe and the enerT“ ”- the Parm s1mmer niTht.

MYhis Oart is ma?inT me siO? t” m“ st”maOhq— Hebba Tr1mzSed as the“ 
z1mAed aS”nTq PindinT their Pa“ 1A the hiSS t”Pard the haSS.

MGSm”st thereq— he Ar”misedq 1rTinT the A”n“ aS”nT as -ast as she O”1Sd T”.
MCe sh”1Sd habe PaS?edq— she sO”Oed.
MYhis is -ar OSassier.—
MKa?a and Berim are n”t classy Ae”ASe.—
fhmet z””med 7”“”1sS“q PhiOh seemed t” sA1r the A”n“ ”n m”re than 

AiO?inT 1A the reins had heSAed.
MGSm”st h”meq m“ S”be.— fhmet shi-ted their z”1nd hands 1A her SeT hiTher 

and hiTherq stretOhinT his 8nTers4and hers z“ Ar”J“4t”Pard the aAeJ ”- her 
thiThs.

MKt”A thatq— she sO”Sdedq Ms”me”ne PiSS see 1sM—
MCe’re s1rr”1nded z“ trees.— He tiO?Sed her Oenterq and she PriTTSed her 

z”tt”m ”n the seatq dr”AAinT her ?nees ”Aen.
MH1rr“q— she demanded.
MH1rr“inT.—
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Ehmet & Hevva visit the solarium.

A  nfdcybcgw -dn -d,f,kp i’ Tro’t oT the house as Ehmet haq i’stru“teq 
him earlier i’ the qaN. ATter “lim”i’? qoS’ a’q liTti’? his tSoGtime SiTe 

Trom the “art1 the ”oN tooM over1 hoLLi’? uL a’q qire“ti’? the Lo’N arou’q the 
hall to the sta”les Shere sheKq sLe’q the ’i?ht1 a W’e holiqaN amo’?st the roNal 
”looqsto“M.

Alo’e o’ the steLs oT HeSra’ Hall1 Ehmet ur?eq Hevva to ”e’q her arm 
”ehi’q her ”a“M as he sSooLeq his Tree arm ”e’eath her le?s a’q s“ooLeq her uL. 
Ohou?h she sDuealeq a’q sDuirmeq1 she let him “arrN her throu?h the qoors she 
oLe’eq herselT a’q i’to the Duiet e’trN hall.

;Io1 ’o1 ’o1 ’o1 ’o1— she reLeateq as he ’eareq the stairs.
;IoC—
;OaMe me to the solar.—
;Are Se ?oi’? Tor a tur’ a”out the ?arqe’C— He liTteq a ”roS a’q looMeq 

qoS’ i’to her saLLhire eNes.
jhe a’sSereq ”N ’iLLi’? his ’iLLle1 a’q Ehmet haq to holq ”a“M a NelL.
Bi??li’?1 Hevva Mi“Meq her le?s1 her sSi’?i’? Teet ’earlN taMi’? out a Lortrait 

oT his ?ra’qTather that hu’? o’ the ToNer Sall.
Ohe ”almN heat oT the qarM solarium Sel“omeq them i’to its Tra?ra’t emG

”ra“e. As he “arrieq her toSarq his Tavorite hiqqe’ al“ove1 the soTa a’q “hairs 
hiqqe’ amo’? tall ?rasses1 Hevva qroLLeq her heaq ”a“M a’q Leereq uL throu?h 
the ?lass “eili’? as she useq her ma?i“ to Lart the stalMs Trom the hiqqe’ Lath a’q 
sSiTtlN sSeeL them “loseq at their ”a“Ms.

xx
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jhe “loaMeq a “a’oLN oT Lrote“tio’ arou’q themU the Lalms ar“eq i’ to ?reet 
her1 the ma?’olia seemeq to stret“h a“ross the room as it rea“heq to “over the 
sitti’? area1 a’q the ?rasses Tolqeq i’ o’ themselves1 a ’earGsoliq Sall Lreve’ti’? 
a’No’e Trom seei’? or ?etti’? throu?h. 

He set Hevva o’ the 4a?sto’e 4oor a’q ?e’tlN u’tSisteq her arm. Holqi’? 
her ”N the el”oS1 he ?ave her Srist a 4aL. ;Yiq ! hurt NouC— 

;2mm1 ’ot at all. Bive me a o’“e over Shile ! qo the same Tor Nou.— jhe 
smirMeq1 a’q ”eTore he “oulq utter a retort1 she qroLLeq to her M’ees1 Lressi’? 
their ”ou’q ha’qs a?ai’st his hiL as she ”e?a’ SorMi’? loose the Tall oT his La’ts.

;Hevv5—
;HelL me out1— she ?roSleq ”eTore taMi’? him i’ her mouth throu?h his 

trousers.
Jo’“e’tratio’ Sas 4eeti’?1 ”ut he ma’a?eq to Tree the ri?ht siqe Shile she 

loose’eq the leTt. His “o“M sLra’? out1 a’q his qraSers a’q La’ts maqe it qoS’ to 
miqGthi?h ”eTore she haq him i’ her hot mouth i’ ear’est1 her Tree ha’q SraLLeq 
arou’q the ”ase oT his shaTt Shile her to’?ue Llieq the u’qersiqe oT his ma’hooq.

Ehmet moa’eq1 tossi’? his heaq ”a“M to looM uL at the stars. Iot a “a’qle 
Sas lit i’ the solar that ’i?ht1 as the sta6 Sere all a”eq1 a’q they “ertai’lN haq’Kt 
Lauseq a“tivities to qo so. He ur?eq a moo’ oT his maMi’? to hover a”ove them1 
li?hti’? the s“e’e Tor his e’7oNme’t.

ziqeGeNeq Sith qe“eLtive i’’o“e’“e1 Hevva looMeq uL at him a’q li“Meq a 
“ir“le arou’q the u’qersiqe oT his heaq. YraSi’? ”a“M Tor a mome’t1 her ha’q 
tooM over Shere her mouth leTt o61 a’q she saiq1 ;Oha’M Nou1 mN love. Oo’i?ht 
Sas LerTe“t.— 

He trieq to resLo’q1 ”ut she ra’ her thum” over the tiL oT his “o“M1 a’q he 
o’lN shuqqereq i’steaq.

;! M’oS theN M’oS Sho Se are1 Se “a’Kt hiqe it a’N lo’?er1 ”ut it Sas still a 
So’qerTul eve’i’?.—

Ehmet ?roSleq She’ she Lulleq him ”a“M i’to her mouth1 hummi’? Shile 
she sSalloSeq him uL1 her liLs a’q ’ose Lressi’? a?ai’st his ?roi’1 her throat 
“o’stri“ti’? arou’q his le’?th.

;3h1 ?oqs1— he ?roa’eq. ;Ret me see Nou.— 'e’qi’? as ”est as he “oulq Shile 
qeeL i’siqe her1 he tu??eq uL the ”a“M oT her sMirts1 e:Losi’? her ”ottom to 
the air. Ohe a’?le qiq’Kt o6er the vieS he e’visio’eq5thou?h the toL oT her 

xF
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heartGshaLeq arse Sas Lleasi’?5so Ehmet Sove a mirror to lea’ a?ai’st the soTa 
”ehi’q her1 Lroviqi’? a LerTe“t visual oT her ”a“Msiqe1 her LlumL LussN o6eri’? 
?limLses oT ?liste’i’? qesire ea“h time she lea’eq TorSarq a’q ”o””eq o’ his 
“o“M.

;!Km ?oi’? to “ome1 Hevva.—
jhe mum”leq somethi’? that sou’qeq liMe1 ;Yo it.— 'ut he Sas’Kt reaqN Net.
Rea’i’? qoS’ a?ai’1 he sma“Meq her o’ the arse a’q saiq1 ;jta’q uL a’q 

tur’ arou’q.—
jtartleq1 she ?ave him o’e last le’?thN su“M Sith a sli?htlN a??ravateq tu? o’ 

the ”alls ”eTore hoLLi’? to her Teet a’q o”eNi’? his reDuest. jMirts still liTteq1 she 
”a“Meq i’to him a’q ru””eq her “heeMs a?ai’st his ere“tio’.

;Bet uL o’ the “ou“h.—
;P’eesC—
;2hm1— he ?ru’teq1 letti’? the mirror qissiLate Sith a pop. 9erTe“t vieS 

’oS a““essi”le to him1 Ehmet Lla“eq their e’tSi’eq ha’qs o’ her loSer ”a“M 
a’q qroLLeq qoS’ to his M’ees ”ehi’q her. jlotti’? himselT i’ ”etSee’ her 
sto“Mi’?eq le?s1 he ra’ a W’?er qoS’ her ”ottom1 Trom the qimLles a”ove her 
arse all the SaN to qiL i’to her Set’ess1 ear’i’? a ”allGti?hte’i’? sDueal.

He Misseq her leTt “heeM1 the’ her ri?ht. jhaLi’? his to’?ue i’to a Loi’t 
he sMateq qoS’ her “leTt1 e’7oNi’? the SaN his “hi’ Lusheq oLe’ her ”ottom 
“heeMs1 “leari’? the SaN Tor his mouth. He Llu’?eq his to’?ue i’to her at the 
same mome’t he ”rou?ht his W’?ers arou’q her “litoris1 li?htlN sDueeHi’? her as 
he stroMeq uL a’q qoS’.

;3h1 Ehmet1— she moa’eq1 ar“hi’? her ”a“M to ?ive him ”etter a““ess. 
He Lalmeq her soTt arse1 molqi’? her ”e’eath his W’?ers as he laLLeq her 

qeli“ious “e’ter1 ”ottom to toL1 toL to ”ottom. He qevoureq her1 Lulli’? the 
Shole oT her LussN i’to his mouth1 Ehmet su“Meq1 a’q Hevva s“reameq1 ?asLi’? 
Tor air amiqst the allG“o’sumi’? Lleasure.

;3h53h5jtoL1 stoL1 stoL.—
;jtoLC— He qreS ”a“M1 “uLLi’? her LussN ?e’tlN ”eTore Tolqi’? qoS’ her 

sMirts.
;Ohe smell oT roses is Tar too stro’?. RetKs ?o uLstairs a’q W’ish there.— jhe 

looMeq ”a“M over her shoulqer1 eNes ?laHeq1 hair musseq Trom ru””i’? a?ai’st the 
”a“M oT the soTa1 a’q “heeMs 4usheq Trom ’eari’? her LeaM.
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;Jou alSaNs smell liMe roses.— He helLeq her o6 the soTa.
;Iot liMe this. 9lease1 EhmetC ! Sa’t Nou ”ut ’ot here.—
Rau?hi’?1 he s“ooLeq her uL a?ai’1 ”e“ause it Sas Tar too Tu’ to “arrN her 

arou’q1 a’q sau’tereq o6 toSarq their aLartme’t. Ohe moo’1 leTt ”ehi’q i’ the 
solarium1 va’isheq Sith a pop.

E’s“o’“eq i’ their ”eq“ham”er1 Ehmet set Hevva qoS’ ”eTore him a’q 
”rou?ht their ”eri””o’eq ha’qs uL to her “hi’. Kr?i’? her to looM uL at him.

;Yiq Nou 7ust SalM throu?h the house Sith Nour “o“M outC—
;Jes. Are Nou Teeli’? ”etterC—
jhe i’haleq sloSlN as iT testi’? her resLo’se to the air. ;Jes1 ! ”elieve so. IoS 

Tu“M me1 LleaseC—
jmili’? at his qema’qi’? SiTe1 he stuqieq her qress a’q Tou’q it la“eq uL the 

Tro’t1 so he set to SorM u’Taste’i’? the qraSstri’? ties.
His e6orts ?ot her “lose to ’uqe1 ”ut ’ot ’ear e’ou?h. Bivi’? uL o’ a LroLer 

u’qressi’?1 imLossi”le Sith their “o’’e“teq ha’qs i’ the SaN1 he qiq the o’lN 
thi’? he “oulq thi’M oT a’q Lroqu“eq a Lair oT s“issors Trom the “haos arou’q 
him.

;! am ?oi’? to riL this o6.— EhmetKs Sorqs i’viteq ’o “omme’t.
Hevva “omme’teq a’NSaN1 ;jo ”i? a’q stro’?1 'erim.—
8um”li’? Sith e6ortless lau?hter1 he “ut o6 her staNs1 s’iLLeq throu?h her 

“hemise1 a’q maqe a “ut at the toL oT her sleeve. 'etSee’ his teeth a’q his Tree 
ha’q1 Ehmet tore everN last ”it oT Ta”ri“ Trom his SiTeKs LerTe“t ”oqN . . . e:“eLt 
Tor the sto“Mi’?s. He leTt those o’.

Hevva Mi“Meq o6 her shoes as he SalMeq her ”a“MSarq to the ”eq. ;Jou too1— 
she qema’qeq. ;j“issorsC—

He re“reateq the s“issors a’q ha’qeq them over so she “oulq “ut him loose 
Trom his shirt Shile he Mi“Meq Tree oT his La’ts.

IaMeq e:“eLt Tor the ri””o’ arou’q their Srists1 a’q HevvaKs sto“Mi’?s1 theN 
tum”leq o’to the ”eq. zhile he laveq atte’tio’ over her ”reasts1 sDuishi’? them 
”e’eath his Lalm a’q Lulli’? her ’iLLles ”etSee’ his teeth1 she Na’Meq their 
atta“heq arms uL a”ove her heaq.

jomethi’? harq a’q “ool “ame arou’q the ”a“M oT his Srist1 holqi’? him 
Wrm to the heaq”oarq1 eve’ She’ he trieq to Lull his ha’q ”a“M qoS’.

;Yiq Nou 7ust “u6 usC— He “o“Meq his heaq.

xL
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Hevva smirMeq. ;2NselT. Iot mN Tault NouKre “o’’e“teq to me.—
;Jou “u6eq NourselTC— He SoulqKve qo’e it Tor her iT sheKq asMeq. Ja’qleli?ht 

4i“Mereq over her sle’qer ivorN Srist1 helq taut to the ”eq ”N the ”eq Trame itselT. 
jheKq ur?eq a “url i’ the or’atelN “arveq Sooq to SraL arou’q her Srist1 a’q 
a’other arou’q their ”ou’q ha’qs1 ”eTore qraSi’? ”a“M a’q “aLturi’? them 
there1 stret“heq a”ove her heaq.

;!tKs Tu’.— jhe tiLLeq her heaq ”a“M to eNe her ha’qiSorM.
;Ja’ ! ’ot 7ust . . .— Ehmet Si??leq the W’?ers o’ his ri?ht ha’q1 maMi’? a 

slashi’? motio’ over his stu“M leTt arm.
;Jou Sa’t to “ut o6 Nour ha’qC—
;Ohe ri””o’1 Hevva.—
;! M’oS1 Ehmet. A’q ’o1 Nou “a’’ot.—
;zeKre alreaqN ha’qTasteqM—
;!Km ’ot risMi’? itM— she mat“heq his i’qi?’a’t to’e. ;zhat iT Se remove the 

ri””o’ a’q it u’qoes the Wrst “eremo’NC Iot Sorth it.—
He Louteq1 qiLLi’? to Miss her ’e“M at that te’qer sLot ”e’eath her ear. 

;zith us stu“M uL here1 ! “a’Kt taste Nou.—
;Bet “reative1 ”i? ”oN.— jhe Sri??leq her hiLs.
;Jes1 Mrs. jaMa.—

E NObfKn pdPb n-bQf gRbS her ”oqN1 qeli?hti’? Hevva. A’other WHHle oT 
a’ti“iLatio’ ro“Meteq throu?h her1 LroLelli’? Trom the “e’ter oT her “hest 

out to ti’?le i’ the tiLs oT her toes a’q toLs oT her ears.
His Tree ha’q tSeaMeq her ’iLLle ”eTore he traileq his W’?ertiLs qoS’ her 

”ellN i’ a serLe’ti’e Latter’ that maqe her Lulse ”etSee’ her thi?hs. jhe Sa’teq 
to ru’ her ha’qs over his stro’? shoulqers1 ?rasL him ”N his tousleq ”roS’ hair1 
”ut sheKq restrai’eq herselT Tor a reaso’. Ohe qesire to tou“h “ouLleq Sith ”ei’? 
helq ”a“M Sas a qele“ta”le torture1 a’q Hevva Lulseq a?ai’ Trom sheer Sa’to’ 
’eeq.

jomethi’? WHHleq ”e’eath her ”um1 a’q she trieq to sit uL1 o’lN to ”e Na’Meq 
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”a“M ”N her restrai’ts. jhe eNeq Ehmet Sith rou’qeq eNes as he liTteq her ”ottom 
uL o’ a ma?i“al Seq?e1 some sort oT LilloS that Lut her hiLs hi?her tha’ her 
heaq.

;Jou saiq to ?et “reative.— He smirMeq ”eTore tiLLi’? qoS’ to ’uHHle her 
mou’q Sith his ’ose. Ohe move liTteq his LerTe“t arse uL i’to the air.

;! Sa’t to sma“M Nour ”um so ”aqlN ri?ht ’oS.— 
;zhNC— He ’uHHleq her a?ai’1 ”ut her thi?hs Sere “le’“heq ti?ht1 eve’ 

thou?h the a’?le ur?eq her to qroL them oLe’.
;Uust so qeli?htTullN rou’q.— jhe “ra’eq her ’e“M to trN to ?et a ”etter looM 

at his ”ottom1 Lea“hN Sith 7ust the li?htest qusti’? oT hair.
;! u’qersta’q1 ”ut ’o. IoS1 open.— EhmetKs ”i? ha’q “ame ”etSee’ her 

M’ees1 a’q qesLite her sDueeHi’?1 he Lusheq her le?s aLart1 ear’i’? qeli?hteq 
lau?hter i’ resLo’se.

YiLLi’? his heaq1 he qevoureq her Trom the siqe1 sli“Mi’? his to’?ue ”a“M 
a’q Torth1 uL a’q qoS’ her slit ”eTore tur’i’? his atte’tio’ to her “litoris. His 
hair ”rusheq a?ai’st the i’siqe oT her leTt thi?h a’q his “hi’ Lresseq i’to her ri?ht 
as he SorMeq her i’to a Tre’HN1 Srithi’? o’ the LilloS Sith her heels Lresseq i’to 
the mattress. jhe “oulq’Kt helL ”ut liTt her liLs1 Lressi’? herselT WrmlN a?ai’st his 
Ta“e. EhmetKs siqe a’?le o6ereq a Shole ’eS Lalate oT se’satio’s Trom his tNLi“al 
Tro’t or ”a“M aLLroa“h.

;9lease1— she ”e??eq as he teaseq her Sith a Loi’teq to’?ue. 
zith a loS moa’ he su“Meq her “litoris i’to his mouth1 Lulli’? o’ her 

se’sitive ”uq rhNthmi“allN. 9ressure ”uilt1 ti?hte’i’? her loSer ”ellN Shere he 
Lresseq his Lalm1 ur?i’? everN o’e oT her mus“les to TreeHe i’ Sait Tor the ?reat 
e:Llosio’ that Sas 7ust1 7ust1 7ust arou’q the ”e’q. 

zhe’ Hevva shattereq1 she “rieq out his ’ame1 ”e??i’? Tor more eve’ as 
she 4uttereq qoS’ Trom her Lla“e amo’? the stars. Ehmet liTteq his heaq Trom 
”etSee’ her thi?hs1 the’ thou?ht ”etter oT it1 lea’i’? ”a“M to Lress a smolqeri’? 
Miss to her thro””i’? LussN. 

;9leaseM IoS1— she qema’qeq Sith a ?asL.
Reavi’? the Seq?e ”e’eath her arse1 he “lim”eq ”etSee’ her thi?hs a’q 

loSereq himselT over toL oT her1 ”o:i’? her i’ ”e’eath his ”roaq “hest. 3’e hu?e1 
“hiseleq ”i“eL “ame uL Last her Ta“e Shere she haq them ”oth traLLeq a?ai’st 
the ”eq Trame1 so she settleq her mouth there a’q ?ave him a love ”ite o’ the soTt 
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4esh oT his i’’er arm.
Broa’i’?1 he shiTteq his hiLs u’til his ere“tio’ Tou’q its qesti’atio’ a’q he 

Lresseq TorSarq1 sliqi’? i’ Sith o’e harq thrust.
;3h1 ?oqs1— she “rieq out. ;Ohis angle.— !t Sas e:“eLtio’al1 his thi“M heaq 

LressuriHi’? her Sith everN moveme’t as he ru””eq a?ai’st that e:Duisite sLot 
Sithi’ her.

;YeW’itelN qoi’? this a?ai’ i’ the Tuture1— he ?ru’teq as he moveq i’ a’q 
out oT her i’ lo’?1 sSiTt motio’s1 Lulli’? almost e’tirelN Tree ”eTore slammi’? 
home over a’q over a?ai’.

9a’ti’? a’q moa’i’? i’“ohere’tlN1 Hevva SraLLeq her le?s arou’q his ”a“M1 
holqi’? her ti?htlN i’ Lla“e u’til the qesire to ru’ her ha’qs over his ”a“M1 to 
“lut“h his arse1 ?reS so stro’? she haq ’o “hoi“e ”ut to release the restrai’ts 
arou’q her Srists. Her Lalm slaLLeq his leTt ”um “heeM1 sDueeHi’? him Shile 
he Lresseq their ”ou’q ha’qs i’to the ”eq a’q qrove i’to her Sith Tervor.

;! love Nou1— he ?ru’teq1 as he sliLLeq his Tree ha’q ”etSee’ her le?s to SorM 
her “lit.

;! love5ohhhhhh1— HevvaKs resLo’se qevolveq She’ she “ame a?ai’1 her 
mus“les Lulsi’? arou’q him1 lo“Meq a’Mles holqi’? him Wrm.

!t Sas’Kt lo’? ”eTore he lost it as Sell1 “omi’? aLart Sith a roar as he W’isheq1 
Wlli’? her Sith Lulses oT hot release.

;! love Nou1 Ehmet1— she murmureq i’to his ’e“M as he La’teq over toL oT 
her. 

Ohe LilloS popped aSaN a’q her ”ottom la’qeq o’ the mattress. ;3oT.— 
;2mm1 sorrN. jo tireq1— he mum”leq1 rolli’? them so he laN o’ his ”a“M a’q 

she “oulq “url a?ai’st his “hest. Her ri?ht ha’q a’q his leTt1 e’tSi’eq i’ ?ree’ 
ri””o’1 settleq over EhmetKs ”eati’? heart.

RaNi’? there i’ the ?loS oT the 4i“Meri’? “a’qles1 she ”li’Meq at their “o’G
’e“teq ha’qs1 sNm”oli“ oT their i’tertSi’eq Tates1 the qesti’N theN “hose to share. 
Her stoma“h ?ave a 4iL1 ”ut ’ot the Lleasa’t Mi’q.

;As qeli“ious as it Sas1 ! qo’Kt thi’M that ”reaq is sitti’? Sell.—
;! have 7ostleq Nou arou’q a lot. Are Nou all ri?htC Ieeq me to ri’? Tor 

assista’“eC OeaC—
;2m1 !Km all ri?ht. Uust s’u??le me.—
His Tree arm sSu’? uL over them to rest uLo’ her ”a“M. Be’tlN1 he traileq 
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his W’?ers uL a’q qoS’ her sLi’e1 se’qi’? Torth a ”attalio’ oT Lleasa’t shivers 
to “om”at her uLset tummN. Her eNeliqs 4uttereq “loseq as the se’satio’ rela:eq 
her.

;2aN”e itXs Nour “oursesC Are’Kt Nou que Tor them soo’C—
jhe Sas1 a“tuallN. !t haq ”ee’ 7ust a”out5 ;3h5— Hevva TroHe1 eNes LoLG

Li’? oLe’ as she stru??leq to sit uL. ;3h mN ?oqs.—
;zhatC— he asMeq o’ a’ i’taMe oT air.
YesLite his Duestio’1 she “oulq tell Trom the SaN he shiTteq their ha’qs to 

rest uLo’ her ”ellN he M’eS Shat she haq realiHeq.
;Ehmet1 ! have’Kt haq mN “ourses i’ . . . i’ two moo’s.— Her mouth Tell oLe’ 

as her heart Mi“Meq i’to a ?alloL.
OheNKq ”ee’ trNi’? Tor this si’“e their ha’qTasti’?1 ”oth a?reei’? it Sas 

Lre“iselN Shat theN Sa’teq ’e:tY a TamilN. !t “oulq taMe a?es1 Nears1 or it mi?ht ’ot 
haLLe’ at all. Zor ma’N1 “hilqre’ ’ever “ame to ”e5Sith the ?oqs o’ holiqaN1 
or Sherever theN Sere5it Sas a Lossi”ilitN theNKq trieq to LreLare Tor.

Be’tlN1 Ehmet shiTteq her o’to her ”a“M.
!’ sile’t Lrotest1 Hevva LroLLeq herselT uL o’ her el”oS ”ut stilleq her 

moveme’ts She’ he resteq his “heeM uLo’ her stoma“h a’q stareq uL i’to her 
Ta“e1 his eNes ?lossN Sith emotio’.

;Hevva.— His voi“e Sas revere’t1 holqi’? a ’ote oT qis”elieT.
;Ehmet1— she reLlieq1 the ;t— ?etti’? lost i’ her ?ri’ as tears “louqeq her 

visio’.
;! “a’Kt ”elieve it. Are Nou “ertai’C—
;ZairlN. ! have’Kt ”ee’ Teeli’? Sell1 ! have’Kt ”leq1 SeKve ”ee’ trying . . .—
;! thi’M Nour ”reasts looM ”i??erC— he o6ereq ”eTore LeLLeri’? Misses arou’q 

her ”ellN ”utto’.
;All oT me is ?oi’? to looM ”i??er.—
jatisTa“tio’1 Lriqe1 love1 a’q a’ i’Mli’? oT Tear 4itteq a“ross his Ta“e as he 

stuqieq her. Ehmet Misseq her o’ the mouth ”eTore retur’i’? to her ”ellN. A 
hu’qreq more Misses la’qeq there1 the’ he smusheq his Ta“e a?ai’st her1 eNes 
sDueeHeq ti?htlN “loseq. ;JouKll tell me1 ri?htC— His Sorqs Sere mu[eq a?ai’st 
her sMi’.

;Oell Nou ShatC— Hevva threaqeq her W’?ers throu?h his hair1 s“rit“hi’? 
li?htlN the SaN she M’eS he loveq.
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;!T !Km ’ot lovi’? our ”a”e the ri?ht SaN. !T !Km ”ei’? liMe mN Tather.— 
jhe tu??eq his hair1 Tor“i’? him to meet her ?aHe as her heart “le’“heq. 

;Ehmet1— she saiq Sith Duiet “o’vi“tio’1 her eNes ”esee“hi’?1 ;NouKll ”e 7ust W’e. 
!Km sure oT it. ATter Nou realiHeq Nou loveq me1 NouKve Net to ?o a”out it the Sro’? 
SaN. ! am Lositive NouKll maMe a Ta’tasti“ Lare’t.—

He sear“heq her ?aHe a mome’t lo’?er ”eTore a““eLti’? her Sorqs a’q ’oqG
qi’?. ;jame to Nou1 mN love.— His shoulqers rela:eq a’q he Lresseq a “ele”ratorN 
Miss to her stu””leGs“rat“heq liLs. EhmetKs W’?ers Tou’q their SaN to her ”reast1 
sSirli’? her LeaMeq ’iLLle ”etSee’ his thum” a’q ToreW’?er. He retreateq Trom 
their Miss a’q met her eNes1 a ’eS sort oT sLarMle “o’sumi’? his.

;IoS NouKre ?oi’? to “ome Tor me a?ai’1— he “omma’qeq1 voi“e loS a’q 
husMN. ;Ohe’ SeKre ?oi’? to sleeL u’til miqqaN a’q taMe ”reaMTast ri?ht i’ this 
qam’eq ”eq1 ”e“ause Ehmet is Lla’’i’? to LamLer Hevva u’til this little ”a”N 
arrives1 a’q jaMa a’q 'erim have no quties Shatsoever.—

;OheNKve lost their Losts1— she o6ereq1 lau?hi’? at his a’ti“s1 the’ ?asLi’? as 
he sliLLeq his thi“M W’?ers ”etSee’ her le?s1 teasi’? her1 LlNi’? her to his everN 
Shim.

;9re“iselN.—
zri??li’? ”e’eath him1 W’?ers ?riLLi’? his shoulqer as he su“Meq her ’iLLle1 

Hevva asMeq1 ;Yo Nou thi’M SeKll have two “hilqre’C 3’e Tor us a’q o’e Tor the 
other usC—

He s’orteq. ;!Kq saN1 Nes1 i’ time. !t seems SeKre ?ooq at maMi’? them.—
;!’ time.— jhe smileq1 eNes “losi’? i’ ”liss as his laHilN traili’? W’?ers Li“Meq 

uL their La“e a’q she Tou’q herselT 4Ni’? to the moo’ a?ai’ u’qer his e:Lert 
“omma’q. 
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